
pride of the white man is his greatest moral weakness. He is too weak to get rid 
of it himself. Perhaps he can get rid of it only after he realizes that he was too 
weak and had to have the help of Negroes to get it out of himself. The spiritual 
realm is where there is neither superioirty nor inferiority, only equality before 
God. I hope that Gandhi can help us all to attain that realm. 

Remember, many many repetitions of little gentle stimuli will call forth the 
smothered spirit of God in you opponents, make it grow, until it takes charge of 
them and alters their very being. 

22 May 

1956 

You have my best wishes always. 

Yours sincerely, 
[signed] 
Richard B. Gregg 

TAHLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 17. 

To James E. Huger 

2 2  May 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

King agrees to address the anniversary banquet ofAlpha Phi Alpha, which had 
confmed upon him i ts  Alpha Award ofthe Year. He chose “The Birth of a New Age” 
as his subject for the event held II August in  Bufalo, New Ywk.’ 

Mr. James E. Huger 
General Secretary 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity 
4432 South Parkway 
Chicago 15, Illinois 

Dear Brother Huger: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your very kind letter of May 9, inviting me to 
address the 50th Anniversary Banquet of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity on Saturday, 
August 11, 1956 and informing me that I have been chosen to receive the Alpha 
Phi Alpha Award of Honor. I assure you that I am deeply grateful to the fraternity 
for choosing me for this great honor. I will accept it with humility and deep 
gratitude. 

I am arranging to be present at the banquet on August I I ,  at 8: 00 P.M. to deliver 
the address and to receive the award. 

I .  See pp. 339-346 in this volume. James E. Huger (1g15-) attended Bethune-Cookman College 
and the University of Michigan and held several administrative positions at the latter institution before 
becoming general secretary of Alpha Phi Alpha. 
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23 May 
1956 

Again, let me express my sincere appreciation to you and the members of the 
fraternity. 1 will be looking forward with great anticipation to receiving this award. 
Please feel free to contact me concerning further details. 

Fraternally yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLkb 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 14. 

To Hobson R. Reynolds 

23 May ‘956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

On 18 April Reynolds had i n f m e d  King that he would receive the Lovejoy Award, 
given annually by the Improved Benevolent Protective Order ofElks of the Wwld to an 
American citizen ‘<who has made a great contribution towards the advancement of 
minority groups in America. ” I  Previous recipients included Marian Anderson, Mary 
McLeod Bethune, Ralph Bunche, and Thurgood Marshall. King attended the award 
ceremony on 27 August in  Los  Angeles. I n  May 1944 he had participated in  an Elks 
oratorical contest in Dublin, Georgia, delivering a speech entitled “The Negro and the 
Constitution. ” 

Judge Hobson R. Reynolds 
Grand Director 
Elks Department of Civil Liberties 
I.B.P. O.E. W. 
1522 North 16th Street 
Philadelphia 21, Pa. 

Dear Judge Reynolds: 

This is just a note to acknowledge receipt of your letter of May 18, and to state 
how happy I was to hear from you. It was a real pleasure having you in our city 

I. Hobson R. Reynolds (1898-1991), born in Winton, North Carolina, opened Reynolds Funeral 
Home after graduating from Echels College of Mortuary Science. In 1934 he was elected to the Penn- 
sylvania General Assembly. During his two terms he drafted the Reynolds Civil Rights Bill, the first 
such legislation in Pennsylvania, and served as a family court judge in Philadelphia. President Roose- 
velt chose Reynolds to be an observer at the formation of the United Nations, and President Eisen- 
hower appointed him as assistant secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
Reynolds joined Elks in the early 1930s and became Grand Director of Civil Liberties in 1939. He was 
elected Grand Exalted Ruler in 1960, in which capacity he served until 1982. 

270 2. See Papers I :  rag-111. 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 




